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Due to the pandemic, we’ve missed 

seeing many of you. We hope you and 

your families are healthy and happy.  

Despite the COVID restrictions, we’ve 

been busy here at the Vets Hall.  

 

Remodeled Restrooms 

The biggest change has been remod-

eled restrooms. Many of you will re-

member the narrow doors, broken 

sinks, clogged toilets, and very dated 

décor. Now they are bright, patriotic, 

and most importantly handicap acces-

sible. There were also some additional 

improvements behind the scenes, 

such as electrical. It wasn’t easy and it 

wasn’t cheap. The total cost was 

$225,127. But it is well worth it.  

A huge thanks to many of you for do-

nating to the Building Improvement 

Fund. We raised $106,933. The bal-

ance was paid for with reserves.  

We’d also like to give a special thanks 

to several who went above and be-

yond in bringing this project to fruition.  

First and foremost, architect Lon Da-

vis, who donated all of his time, over 

several years, on this project. Thank 

you for putting up with all the little nu-

ances of this project. Next, David 

Smith of Central Pacific Engineering 

donated much of his firm’s time to un-

tangle our electrical mess.  

Also, thank you to Connor Farotte of 

Premier Builders, and all his subs for 

their patience, dedication and patriot-

ism. They too took on each challenge 

with grace and persistence.  

Finally, Toni Bowles, who owns The 

Neon Exchange. She and MaryAnn 

 

Hernandez donated their time and tal-

ents to put the finishing touches on the 

project. They gave the décor the patri-

otic flare it needed.   

 

Building Improvement Campaign  

The Board of Directors for the South 

Santa Clara Valley Memorial District, 

which owns and operates the Vets 

Hall, is committed to keeping the Hall 

a social center of the community for 

years to come. So the Building Im-

provement Fund must continue.  

Now that the restroom remodel is 

complete, we are moving on to new 

projects. While there are always small 

projects to tackle, a full kitchen remod-

el is needed to comply with current 

health and safety standards. This is 

our next major project. However, all of 

the donations and most of our re-

serves were used on the restrooms. 

So we need to raise the funds to com-

plete the kitchen, which will cost prob-

ably around the same amount as the 

restroom remodel.   

Please consider donating to the Build-

ing Improvement Fund for the upcom-

ing Giving Tuesday or your year-end 

charitable contribution.   

 

LOWE’s  

Heroes. Hands On. Hearts In. 

Respect and appreciation for veterans 

goes beyond the in-store discounts 

and preferred parking for Lowe’s em-

ployees.  

A team of about a half dozen Lowe’s 

employees recently took the time to 

spend a day working at the Vets Hall. 

Lead by Supervisor David Burleson, 

the volunteers built a new storage 

shed and installed new butcher block 

counter tops in the kitchen. They also 

donated a 19-gallon water heater, 5 

eight-foot tables, 25 chairs, 4-tier steel 

utility shelving unit and 6 stainless 

steel trash cans. In total, Lowe’s do-

nated $4,000 in materials and 40 vol-

unteer hours.  

SSCVMD Director Gabe Perez made 

a tri-tip lunch, featuring his famous 

garlic bread, for all the volunteers to 

show appreciation for their hard work.   

 

Vets Bar 

The Vets Bar re-opened in the 

summer and is now open daily. Be 

sure to check signs or the web site 

for hours. We’ve got an awesome 

crew behind the bar. Will McIntosh 

is the new manager and Lisa All-

man and Katie Alatorre join him as 

bar tenders. Come have a drink, 

soda, coffee and meet the team!   

 

Message from the Executive Director 

Remodeling, Fundraising and Volunteering 

Gilroy Veterans Memorial Hall 
74 W. 6th St., Suite A 

Gilroy, CA 95020 

 

Christine West, Executive Director 

Office: 408.842.3838 

Christine@SSCVMemorialDistrict.org 

 

Office Hours: 9am-1pm weekdays 

www.GilroyVeteransHall.org 



To Donate Mail checks made out to South Santa Clara 
Valley Memorial District (SSCVMD), 74 W. 6th Street, 
Suite A, Gilroy, CA 95020.  Or visit 
www.sscvmemorialdistrict.org/capital-improvement-
campaign to use a credit card.  

Charitable contributions to SSCVMD are tax-deductible 

under section 170(c)(1)  of the Internal Revenue Code. 
Tax ID #26-2910989 

For More Information about the Vets Hall Capital Im-
provement Campaign contact Christine West,   Executive 
Director at 408-842-3838 or                                            
christine@sscvmemorialdistrict.org  

Yes, I would like to help the Vets Hall continue ‘Serving Those Who Served’  

Building Improvement Campaign with a donation 

_____$100 _____$250 _____$500 _____$1,000 _____$5,000 _____           Other $___________ 

 

Name:___________________________________________________ Phone:__________________________________ 

AB Simmons 

William Allan Jr. 

Al Alciati 

American Legion Auxiliary  

Margie Ayala 

Mary Basile 

Clay Bentson 

Frank Biafore 

Joseph & Barbara Biafore Jr.  

Marie Blankley 

Barbara Bottini 

Kenneth Boucher 

Toni Bowles 

David Brinton 

John Ceballos 

Thomas & Marla Chavez 

Combat Vets Motorcycle  

            Assoc. Ch. 33-4 

Laurence Connell 

Frank Corocco 

Deborah Cottingham 

Keith Davis 

Jose & Rita Delgado 

Bob Diaz 

Ruby Diaz 

Robert Elia 

Stetson & Charlotte Ferotte 

Phil Garcia 

James Gargiulo 

William Gilmore 

Robert Goldman 

Richard Gomer 

Joe V. Gonzales 

Mercy Goold 

Patrick Goold 

Albert Guerini 

H&R Block 

Habing Funeral Home 

Allan Hale 

Happy Days Reunion  

            of the 60s Committee 

Edward Heffernan 

Heinzen Manufacturing Int’l 

Joan Hill 

Chet Kirby 

Jim Kroske 

William Lane 

Joe Loquiao 

Lowe’s  

Maple Leaf RV Park 

William Maquinalez 

Joan Marfia Lewis 

Camille McCormack 

Denise Phillips McElhiney 

Steve McWilliams 

Raul Mendoza 

Samuel Miceli  

Danny Mitchell 

Sandra Moretti 

Morgan Hill Independence  

              Day Committee 

Samuel & Terry Palmisano 

Edward Perez 

Gabe Perez 

John Perez, DDS 

Jose Perez 

John Piedmont 

Pinnacle Bank 

Stephen Poli 

Ermelindo & Mary Ann Puente 

Tom Roach 

Gary Rocchi 

In Honor of Frank "Poncho"                       

                Sanchez 

Sandy's Café 
Santa Clara County Board of Su-
pervisors 

Special District Risk  

               Management Authority 

Mark Segovia 

Craig & Lorayne Simmons 

Sons of Retirement Branch  

                 No. 119 

South Valley Property Mgmt. 

Richard Stewart 

Chris Stuker 

Honor of Jack Sturla 

Fernie Valdez 

Harold Van Winkle 

VFW Post 6309 Auxiliary  

VFW Flag Pole Fund 

VFW Post 6309 

Alfred "Ted" Viola 

David & Laurie Washer 

James A Ward Law Offices 

Supervisor Mike Wasserman   

Dennis West 

Wayne Winningham 

In Honor of Bernie Yamane 

Carol Yamane 

Tom Yamano 

Richard Young 

Thank you for your generous support. Because of the donations totaling 

$106,933, the Gilroy Veterans Hall has new handicap-accessible restrooms! 


